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A Letter from Doug Henry, IFDG President 

 

Fellow IFDG Members: 

This year has gone by so fast that it is hard to believe that it’s Conference 
time again.  I think our upcoming Annual Conference is going to be great!  
The event will be held August 21 –23, 2011, at the Hyatt Regency Savannah 
in Savannah, Georgia.  I hope each of you have made plans to participate.  
Our Conference will open Sunday evening with a Welcome Reception in 
honor of IFDG’s Past Presidents.  Monday will be a full day filled with  
valuable information from our speakers and exhibitors will be on hand to 
show you the latest in the services they offer.  Monday evening we will have 
a Riverboat Cruise with dinner and live entertainment.  The Conference will 
continue Tuesday morning with more pertinent information from speakers 
and more time with our exhibitors.  The conference details are included in 
this newsletter. It’s not too late to register and walk-ins are always welcome! 

I have enjoyed serving as your President this year and look forward to   
working with Tim Stewart next year as he takes over the gavel.  If each one 
of us would commit to bringing in one new member over the next year, we 
could grow our association and become stronger.  I would like for us to try 
to communicate more with one another and render any assistance to each 
other as may be needed.  Last year we discussed having a Yahoo Group 
Email so we could all communicate online.  Due to lack of interest from the 
IFDG membership we are still working on getting this going.  I pledge my 
support to IFDG for the next year and hope each one of you will too.  We 
have a good association and I hope that we can all work hard next year to 
make it even stronger. 

Sincerely,  

Doug Henry 

M. Douglas Henry 

IFDG President   

 

REMINDER!!!!!! 

IFDG’s 2011 Annual             
Conference will be held at   

the Hyatt Regency Savannah 
on  August 21 – 23, 2011.          

Conference details &          
registration items are on   

pages 4 – 6 of this newsletter.    
Make your plans today to   

attend this conference. 
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2010-2011 Independent Funeral Directors of Georgia, Inc. 
Board of Directors.   

 
PRESIDENT      DIRECTOR - AREA I   
M. Douglas Henry     J. Arnold Strickland     
Henry Funeral Home, Inc.    Joseph A. Strickland Funeral Home  
P.O. Box 1590                305 Cleveland Avenue
Social Circle, GA  30025   Hartwell, GA  30643 
770-464-4482      706-376-3901 

 
1st VICE PRESIDENT    DIRECTOR - AREA II    
Tim Stewart      Jerry Taylor, Jr. 
Tim Stewart Funeral Home    Taylor Funeral Home 
P.O. Box 674      401 West 8th Street 
Lawrenceville, GA  30046-0674    Louisville, GA  30434 
770-962-3100      478-625-7761 

 
2nd VICE PRESIDENT     DIRECTOR - AREA III 
Mark Anderson        Robert W. Dean 
Joiner-Anderson Funeral Home    Castellaw Funeral Home 
502 Miller Street Ext     866 Church Street 
Statesboro, GA  30458     Smyrna, GA  30080 
912-764-7725      770-435-9038 

 
SECRETARY      DIRECTOR - AREA IV   
Sammy Highsmith     Daryle Roberson 
Ivie Funeral Home     Shepard Funeral Home  
P.O. Box 728      600 E Oak Street 
Commerce, GA  30529     Folkston, GA  31537 
706-335-3178      912-496-7388 

 
TREASURER      DIRECTOR - AREA V    
Richard F. Ivey      Robert M. Vestal  
Ivey Funeral Home, Inc.     Townsend Brothers Funeral Home, Inc. 
P.O. Box 879      P.O. Box 754 
Bainbridge, GA 39818     Dublin, GA  31021 
229-246-3232      478-272-3311 

 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT   DIRECTOR - AREA VI 
Sam Tolbert      Tim Purvis 
Hillside Memorial Chapel    Purvis Funeral Home 
P.O. Box 305      115 West 5th Street 
Clarkesville, GA  30523     Adel, GA  31620 
706-754-6256      229-896-2906 

 
        DIRECTOR - AREA VII 
        Earle Rainwater 
        Earle Rainwater Funeral Home 
        10355 Commerce Street 
        Summerville, GA  30747 
        706-857-3423 
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THANK YOU TO IFDG’S 2011 ANNUAL CONFERENCE SPONSORS  

Airport Mortuary Shipping Service & The Crematorium of Atlanta 
Ambulance & Funeral Coach 

Aurora Casket Company 
Batesville Casket Company 

Caldwell & Cowan Funeral Home 
Deaton-Kennedy Company 

Federated Insurance 
Matthews Casket Division 

McDaniels Financial Services, LLC 
Service Casket Company 

Shields Southeast Sales, Inc. 
Vantage Products Corporation 

**Sponsorships are still available.  Sponsors will have signage during the conference, be listed in the program and in    
future newsletters.  Contact the IFDG office for details about becoming a sponsor, 770-445-3180 or ifdg@aol.com.**  

 

THANK YOU TO IFDG’S 2011 ANNUAL CONFERENCE EXHIBITORS 
American Crematory Equipment Company 

Aurora Casket Company 
Batesville Casket Company 

Custom Air Trays 
Custom Casket Company 

Deaton-Kennedy Company 
Doric Products, Inc. 
Federated Insurance 

Healthcare Medical Waste Removal, LLC 
Homesteaders Life Company 

Matthews Casket Division 
Messenger LLC 

Shields Southeast Sales, Inc. 
The Heritage Company 

Vantage Products Corporation 
**Exhibit space is still available.  Exhibitors will have signage during the conference, be listed in the program & in future 

newsletters.  Contact the IFDG office for details about becoming an exhibitor, 770-445-3180 or ifdg@aol.com.**  
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INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF GEORGIA, INC. 
2011 ANNUAL CONFERENCE AGENDA 

THE HYATT REGENCY SAVANNAH  
 
 

Sunday, August 21, 2011 
 
2:30 PM - 5:00 PM  Exhibitor Set-Up  
 
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM  Welcome Reception – Honoring IFDG Past Presidents 
 
Monday, August 22, 2011 
 
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM  Registration & Breakfast  
 
9:00 AM – 9:15 AM  President’s Welcome & Sponsor Introduction, Doug Henry, IFDG President 
 
9:15 AM – 10:15 AM          “Knowledge Unapplied Can Be Libelous: An Expert Witness Perspective”  

Speaker William M. Counce, Ph.D.  
Sponsored by Batesville Casket Company  

            
10:15 AM – 10:30 AM  AM Break – Sponsor Introduction 
 
10:30 AM – 11:30 AM  “Knowledge Unapplied Can Be Libelous: An Expert Witness Perspective” (continued) 

Speaker William M. Counce, Ph.D.  
Sponsored by Batesville Casket Company 

     
11:30 AM – 12:30 PM  Exhibitor Introduction & Explanation of Products 
 
12:30 PM – 1:30 PM  Lunch will be served – Sponsor Introduction 
 
1:30 PM – 2:30 PM  Visit Exhibitor Booths 
 
2:30 PM – 3:30 PM  “Risk Management and Best Practices for Funeral Homes” Speaker Bradley K. Humphries 

Sponsored by Federated Insurance  
 
3:30 PM – 3:45 PM  PM Break – Sponsor Introduction 
 
3:45 PM – 4:15 PM  Legislative Update with Charlie Watts, IFDG Lobbyist & Brandon Malwitz, IFDG Lobbyist 
 
4:15 PM – 4:45 PM General Membership Meeting with Nomination & Election of IFDG Officers 
 
4:45 PM – 5:15 PM Afternoon Announcements, Exhibitor Booths & Silent Auction will be open until 5:15 PM 
 
6:00 PM   Riverboat Opens for Boarding – The Riverboat will depart promptly at 7:00 PM 

 
Tuesday, August 23, 2011 
 
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM Registration & Breakfast  
 
9:00 AM – 9:30 AM            Visit Exhibitor Booths  
     
9:30 AM – 10:30 AM  “Shipping Remains Domestic & International” Speaker Van Cumbie, CFSP, MBIE  

Sponsored by Airport Mortuary Shipping Service & The Crematorium of Atlanta 
 
10:30 AM – 10:45 AM  Break – Sponsor Introduction, Exhibitor Booths & Silent Auction will be open  
 
10:45 AM – 11:45 AM  “Shipping Remains Domestic & International” (continued) Speaker Van Cumbie, CFSP, MBIE 
    Sponsored by Airport Mortuary Shipping Service & The Crematorium of Atlanta 
 
11:45 AM – 12:15 PM  Installation of IFDG Board of Directors 

 
12:15 PM – 12:45 PM  Silent Auction, Membership Renewal & Door Prize Drawings will be announced 
 
12:45 PM   Conference Closing Remarks & Adjournment 

 
Information is believed to be correct at the time of printing.  IFDG reserves the right to change this information as needed. 
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CONFERENCE RATES: (per person) MEMBERS NON-MEMBERS 
In Advance (before August 15, 2011 

Spouse or Guest Registration 
$125.00 
$125.00 

$200.00 
$125.00 

AT DOOR OR AFTER August 15, 2011 
Spouse or Guest Registration

$150.00 
$150.00 

$225.00 
$150.00 

 

**Each attendee is responsible for his own hotel reservation.  Please confirm you are receiving IFDG rates.** 
 

HOTEL INFORMATION: HYATT REGENCY SAVANNAH 
      Two W Bay Street, Savannah, GA 31401 

 

To make your reservation call: 1-888-421-1442 or 1-800-233-1234 
PLEASE NOTE: When making reservations notify the Reservation Agent that you are 

attending the Independent Funeral Directors of Georgia Conference to receive the IFDG rates. 
 

All Room Rates are quoted exclusive of applicable state and local taxes (which are currently 13%) or applicable service, or 
hotel specific fees in effect at the Hotel at the time of the meeting, currently $1 city of Savannah fee per room per night. 

   

ROOM RATES SINGLE/DOUBLE TRIPLE 
 $134.00 $159.00 

Please Note: The IFDG Room Block will be released August 8, 2011.  After this date, rooms can be reserved based on 
availability.  Also, check with the hotel for Quadruple, River View, Balcony View, Regency Plaza or One Bedroom Hospitality 

Suite availability and rates.  
 

******************************************************************************************************** 
Door Prizes and Silent Auction Items are always welcome.  Any such items should have your business card and 

a note indicating what the item is for and can be turned into the IFDG staff during the conference Welcome 
Reception and Registration. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
NAME (First, Last):    (Names of all persons attending) 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

COMPANY: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

MAILING ADDRESS (Street or PO Box): _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

CITY: __________________________________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP: ____________________ 
 
 

TELEPHONE: ____________________________________FAX: ___________________________________________  
 
 

EMAIL:__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

NUMBER OF REGISTRATIONS: ________________ @ ______________   =   $________________ 
 

Please return form with check to:  IFDG, P.O. Box 1248, Dallas, GA  30132 
 

For questions, please contact IFDG Account Manager, Christie Carpenter: 
Phone: 770-445-3180    Fax: 770-445-3893    Email: IFDG@aol.com 

 

PRE-REGISTRATION:  To qualify for pre-registration fee, your registration form must be received no later than Monday, 8-15-11. 
 

REFUND POLICY: IFDG will honor written cancellations received before Monday, 8-15-11. 
All refunds are charged a $25.00 processing fee.  No refunds will be given after Monday, 8-15-11. 
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IFDG 2011 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
EXHIBITOR REGISTRATION FORM 

 
REGISTER TODAY EXHIBITOR SPACE IS LIMITED!!! 

 

August 21 – 23, 2011 
Hyatt Regency Savannah 

Two W Bay Street, Savannah, GA 31401 
 
 

EXHIBIT COST $400.00 
(Includes One Representative & 6 foot tabletop exhibit space) 

 

 Additional Representatives $100.00 each   
Electrical Outlet $50.00                 

 
Door Prizes and Silent Auction Items are always welcome.  Any such items should have your 

business card and a note indicating what the item is for and can be turned into the IFDG staff 
during the conference Welcome Reception and Registration. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Due to interruption of the conference program, all exhibitors should adhere to the following: 
 Exhibitors set up August 21, 2011 is from 2:30 PM - 5:00 PM 

Exhibitors breakdown August 23, 2011 begins at 1:00 PM (or conference adjournment)                                                 
 

********************************************************************************************* 
 
COMPANY NAME____________________________________________________________________ 
 
REPRESENTATIVE NAME(S):_________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE #: (______)__________________________    FAX #: ( _____)__________________________                     
 
EMAIL: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
      
                
Electrical Outlet Needed?    Yes (      ) $50.00 No (     )                   _____________   
   
Additional Representative   Over 1 - $100.00 each                       _____________ 
 
Exhibit Fee                    $   400.00                          

    
TOTAL ENCLOSED                     _____________   
********************************************************************************************* 
Please complete this form and return it to the IFDG office with your payment.  Please note payment is expected 

prior to the conference.  For questions, please contact the IFDG Account Manager, Christie Carpenter. 
 

Please return form with check by Monday, August 15, 2011 to: 
IFDG 

P.O. Box 1248 
Dallas, GA  30132 

 

Phone: 770-445-3180      Fax: 770-445-3893    Email: IFDG@aol.com 
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IFDG 2011 ANNUAL CONFERENCE  
SPONSORSHIP REGISTRATION FORM 

 
2011 Annual Conference at the Hyatt Regency Savannah in Savannah, GA 

 
               Multi-Sponsorship                  Sole Sponsorship  

 
Sunday, August 21, 2011  
 
Welcome Reception     $600        $3000   
 
Monday, August 22, 2011  
 
Breakfast     $600        $3000  
   
AM Break     $400        $1600  
   
Lunch                     $1000       $5000  
   
PM Break     $400        $1600  
   
Dinner & Entertainment   $3500          $7000    
 
Tuesday, August 23, 2011  
 
Breakfast     $600        $3000    
   
Break       $400        $1600   
 
   
Please indicate above what you are sponsoring    Total amount enclosed: _________ 
 

Door Prizes and Silent Auction Items are always welcome.  Any such items should have your business 
card and a note indicating what the item is for and can be turned into the IFDG staff during the 

conference Welcome Reception and Registration. 
 

********************************************************************************************* 
 

COMPANY NAME____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE #:  (______)______________________________    FAX #: ( _____)_____________________________                     
 
EMAIL  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
********************************************************************************************* 

Please complete this form and return it to the IFDG office with your payment.  Please note payment is 
expected prior to the event.  For questions, please contact the IFDG Account Manager, Christie Carpenter. 

   

Please return form with check by Monday, August 15, 2011 to: 
IFDG 

P.O. Box 1248 
Dallas, GA  30132 

 

Phone: 770-445-3180      Fax: 770-445-3893    Email: IFDG@aol.com 
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In accordance with the IFDG Bylaws, please find below the slate of nominees for the 2011-2012  
IFDG Board of Directors submitted by the nominating committee.  The nominating committee            

consists of Ted Bearden, Judson Caldwell and Jack Allen. 
 

PRESIDENT      DIRECTOR - AREA I   
Tim Stewart      J. Arnold Strickland     
Tim Stewart Funeral Home    Joseph A. Strickland Funeral Home  
P.O. Box 674      305 Cleveland Avenue 
Lawrenceville, GA  30046-0674    Hartwell, GA  30643 
770-962-3100      706-376-3901 

 
1st VICE PRESIDENT    DIRECTOR - AREA II    
Mark Anderson      Jerry Taylor, Jr. 
Joiner-Anderson Funeral Home    Taylor Funeral Home 
502 Miller Street Ext     401 West 8th Street 
Statesboro, GA  30458     Louisville, GA  30434 
912-764-7725      478-625-7761 

 
2nd VICE PRESIDENT     DIRECTOR - AREA III 
Richard Nathan Stanley, IV      Robert W. Dean 
Stanley Funeral Home and Crematory   Castellaw Funeral Home 
P.O. Box 1999      866 Church Street 
Dublin, GA  31040     Smyrna, GA  30080 
478-272-5855      770-435-9038 

 
SECRETARY      DIRECTOR - AREA IV   
Sammy Highsmith     Daryle Roberson 
Ivie Funeral Home     Shepard Funeral Home  
P.O. Box 728      600 E Oak Street 
Commerce, GA  30529     Folkston, GA  31537 
706-335-3178      912-496-7388 

 
TREASURER      DIRECTOR - AREA V   

 Richard F. Ivey      Robert M. Vestal  
Ivey Funeral Home, Inc.     Townsend Brothers Funeral Home, Inc. 
P.O. Box 879      P.O. Box 754 
Bainbridge, GA 39818     Dublin, GA  31021 
229-246-3232      478-272-3311 

 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT   DIRECTOR - AREA VI 
M. Douglas Henry     Tim Purvis 
Henry Funeral Home, Inc.    Purvis Funeral Home 
P.O. Box 1590      115 West 5th Street 
Social Circle, GA  30025      Adel, GA  31620 
770-464-4482      229-896-2906 

 
        DIRECTOR - AREA VII 
        Earle Rainwater 
        Earle Rainwater Funeral Home 
        10355 Commerce Street 
        Summerville, GA  30747 
        706-857-3423 



 

The following companies have been approved by the IFDG Board of Directors to                  
participate in the Discount Buying Program for IFDG members. 

 
Capital City Casket Co., Inc. 
Deaton-Kennedy Company 

Federated Insurance 
Kinsey Supply Company 

Matthews Casket Division  
Messenger Corporation 

Pierce Chemicals Royal Bond 
 

For contact information on any these companies, please contact the IFDG association office by email, 
IFDG@aol.com, or phone, 770-445-3180, and they will give you any information  you need.   

IFDG appreciates each of these companies and the programs they bring to the association.   
Each program is unique to the company; therefore, we encourage you to  

contact them directly for details regarding their programs.  

IFDG’s Preferred Providers 
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IFDG’s 2010 Nominating Committee 

 
In accordance with the By-Laws of the Independent 

Funeral Directors of Georgia, IFDG President   
Doug Henry set the Nominating Committee as                                                                 
Ted Bearden, Judson Caldwell and Jack Allen.  

                                                                                                                     
We would like to thank our Nominating Committee 

Members for their dedication to IFDG and their      
selection of the Slate of Nominees for the IFDG 

2011-2012 Board of Directors.   
                      

Please Note:  
The Election of the 2011-2012 IFDG Board              

of Directors will take place during the  
2011 Annual Conference General Membership   
Meeting on Monday, August 22, 2011, at the  
Hyatt Regency Savannah.  Installation of the   
2011-2012 IFDG Board of Directors will be       

held on Tuesday, August 23, 2011. 

 

 

 
 

If you could keep the best parts of your 
preneed partner and add: 
 

 No drops in growth, AND 

 Accepts credit cards for premium payments, 

AND 

 Growth beginning Day 1, AND 

 Annuities, AND 

 Higher Issue Age Limits, AND 

 Advance Funding, AND 

 Incentive Trips and Contest 

        …… Would you do it? 
 

That is what we have done!  We have a new name and address and an outstanding new 
underwriter for our policies.  We kept….  
 

 The trusted, dedicated and experienced Sales and Marketing Team from Southland 
National  

 the competitive commissions 
 Marketing support  
 Our understanding that it is our strong partnerships with customers that allow us to 

be successful 
 
and added a valuable unending list of services and products that are available to you for serving 
your families and their needs.   
 
With strong principles of honesty, integrity and commitment, our purpose is providing you with 
the protection and products you need to serve your families.  At Capstone PreNeed, we value 
and appreciate your continued trust in us. 
 
Your Capstone PreNeed Team in Georgia, 
 

Capstone PreNeed Funding Solutions, LLC 
(888) 803-2034     |     (205) 216-3788 

525 Energy Center Blvd. #1601 
Northport, AL 35473 

www.CapstonePreNeed.com 
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We test ours in the lab 
so you don’t have to 
test it in the real world.

1-800-992-1925
CustomAirTrays.com

© Custom Air Trays

YOUR WORST-CASE SCENARIO...
WOULD HAVE NEVER HAPPENED WITH OUR
PERFORMANCE TESTED COMBINATION TRAY.

 SUMMER 2011 

PIERCE COMPANIES

4722 Bronze Way . Dallas, Texas 75236
Fax 214-337-3658 . 800-527-6419

www. piercechemical.com

CHRIS GRIMSLEY
706-577-0861

TOMMY JOHNSON
800-959-4453

Call Us Direct at

800-527-6419
or

Contact one of our Georgia
Sales Representatives!
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Substance abusers are:
• 10 times more likely to miss work*
• 3.6 times more likely to be involved in on-the-job accidents*
• 5 times more likely to injure themselves or another in the process*
• 33% less productive*

Protect your company from becoming part of 
these statistics! 

Federated offers a program with the tools and resources you need to help 
make your business one that is drug- and alcohol-free. For more 
information, contact your local Federated representative or call 

1-800-533-0472.
  * American Council for Drug Education 

   (Printed in EHS Today 10-6-2009)

 

 

Copyright 2010 • Federated Mutual Insurance Company



 

PO Box 1248  
Dallas, GA 30132 

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF GEORGIA,  
INC.  

Phone: 770-445-3180 
Fax: 770-445-3893 
E-mail: IFDG@aol.com 

The Independent Funeral Directors of 
Georgia is a strong professional 

association of funeral home owners who 
have organized to provide education, to 

promote mutual needs and interests, 
and to advocate for our profession in 

the State Legislature. 

Batesville’s new LifeStories® Medallion Collection takes 
personalization and memorialization to a whole new
level. These artfully inspired medallions - featuring
symbols of spirituality, relationships and service - are
displayed in the casket lid to create an elegant visual
eulogy to a loved one.

Death ends a life, but relationships endure. Crafted in
bronze, memento-sized LifeStories Medallions engraved
with personal details provide a treasured keepsake that 
can be passed lovingly from one generation to the next.

For more information, please visit 

www.batesville.com/lifestories.

©2011 Batesville Services, Inc.

LifeStories Medallions – Every Life Tells A Story.


